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AGENDA

Why a membership survey?

Should we? Primary purpose, outside issues, controversy? 

Historical trends (USA/Canada triennial survey (since 1968) + 

Great Britain quinquennial survey (since 1972)

Taking our collective inventory: learning  from data.

Discussion: Q&A, what if you were in charge ????
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USA/CANADA SURVEYS 
THROUGH THE YEARS

1983 – 2007 - 2014



P-48 “ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS 

CONDUCTS THIS SURVEY TO KEEP 

MEMBERS INFORMEND ON CURRENT 

TRENDS IN MEMBERSHIP 

CHARACTERISTICS. THE SURVEY 

ALSO PROVIDES INFORMATION 

ABOUT A.A. TO THE PROFESSIONAL 

COMMUNITY AND TO THE GENERAL 

PUBLIC AS PART OF A.A.’S PURPOSE 

TO CARRY OUR MESSAGE TO THOSE 

WHO STILL SUFFER FROM 

ALCOHOLISM .” 

2014 Membership Survey  

2021 General Service Conference report by Mani Mehdikhani re: 2020 
GR and CER membership survey

“The subcommittee adapted the 2015 Survey instruments as 
templates and a number of the previous items were retained. 
However, several new questions of interest were identified for 
exploration.”

2020 Membership Survey p. 6

Confidence intervals

This survey followed a partial census method with a 95% confidence 
interval of +/-2%. For example, if 61% of respondents give a particular 
answer to a question, then the true figure for the population is 95% 
likely to lie in the range between 57% and 63%.

Rounding

Figures quoted for graphs and charts have usually been rounded to the 
nearest whole number value and so questions that allow one answer 
only may not always add up to 100%.
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2013 GSC “The 2011 membership survey results were 

produced in pamphlet and table-top format . a committee 

was formed to consider the methodology and how the 

survey information is used as a public information tool. 

The subcommittee has gathered sharing from the 

fellowship regarding the AA membership survey pamphlet , 

and a final report will  be reviewed at the July 2013 

meeting.” 

p. 45 final report: 63 rd general service conference  

“Does our A.A. membership reflect the population? In 
past surveys, we have seen that the answer is no. There 
are still millions who suffer from alcoholism who don’t 
know about A.A. or feel that A.A. is not a place for 
them. I think we are inclusive in our hearts and minds, 
but are we doing our best to find out all we can about 
these suffering alcoholics? We ask ourselves, if we were 
in their shoes, how would we like to be approached?” 
Kathi F Pacific Region trustee 2022 GSC Keynote
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AA COMES OF AGE 2.0
NEW for the 2022 Survey

12. Have you attended an A.A. meeting virtually (online or by phone)? 
Do you prefer virtual meetings , in-person meetings or both equally?

13. What attributes do you prefer or need in meetings you attend?
• accessibility (such as no stairs, or served by public transit)
• held in a particular language (please list language)
• other members similar to me (please describe how)
• additional characteristics (please describe)

14. What is your age? ____ years

15. What best describes you: male, female, prefer to describe

16. Relationship status: Single, never married, married or life partner, 
divorced, separated, widowed, prefer to describe

17. Racial and ethnic background (Check all that apply)
• Asian
• Black, or African American
• Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish origin
• Native American, Alaska Native, First Nations, or Indigenous
• Pacific Islander or Hawaiian Native
• White, Caucasian, or European American
• Prefer to describe__________________



YOUTH IN AA, USA/CANADA
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From 1968 to 2014. What will 2022 look like?
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EARLY, MID + LONG TERM SOBRIETY
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PROBLEMS OTHER THAT ALCOHOL?



Great Britain membership survey, approximately 

every five years since 1972, to carry the message to 

professionals and to inform members for future 

decision making .  We report…

• demographics of the membership (age, gender);

• length of membership of AA

• length of sobriety

• frequency of attending AA group meetings

• how members first heard about AA

2020 questionnaire asked new questions including:

+ the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, online 

meetings, how well they are adapting 

+ who believes in a higher power; is your concept of 

higher power religious or secular?

14



10 surveys:

1978 – 2020

What are the 
trends?

Sobriety and 
time in A.A.
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How many 
meetings? 
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“DOES OUR A.A. MEMBERSHIP REFLECT THE 
POPULATION? IN PAST SURVEYS, WE HAVE 
SEEN THAT THE ANSWER IS NO. THERE ARE 
STILL MILLIONS WHO SUFFER FROM 
ALCOHOLISM WHO DON’T KNOW ABOUT A.A. 
OR FEEL THAT A.A. IS NOT A PLACE FOR THEM.
WE ASK OURSELVES, IF WE WERE IN THEIR 
SHOES, HOW WOULD WE LIKE TO BE 
APPROACHED?” 2022 CONFERENCE

January 20, 2023 SURVEY SAYS! AA Membership Data 17



“NEW QUESTIONS IN THE 2020 GREAT 
BRITAIN MEMBER SURVEY ABOUT OUR 
WORLDVIEW: 
ARE WE SPIRITUAL? DO WE HAVE A 
HIGHER POWER? HOW DO WE DEFINE 
THIS POWER GREATER THAN OURSELVES?
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2020 SURVEY: AA IN THE ERA OF COVID
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2020 SURVEY: AA IN THE ERA OF COVID
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2020 SURVEY: SERVICE IN AA
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2020 SURVEY: SERVICE IN AA
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GOING FORWARD 
What else should we be asking members? 

Should USA/Canada ask about “spirituality” 
and “higher power”?

How can we alter or improve how we do AA?

“When anyone, anywhere, reaches out for 
help, I want the hand of AA always to be 
there. And for that, I am responsible.” 
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ON OUR MINDS IN 2017
THAT’S SO FIVE YEARS AGO ???
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Mani Mehdikhani 2020 Membership Survey presentation to GB GSO 2021 https://www.alcoholics-

anonymous.org.uk/Members/2020-Survey

72nd General Service Conference Final Report https://www.aa87.org/en/general-service-conference-of-

alcoholics-anonymous-final-report/

Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) Recovery Outcome Rates: Contemporary Myths and Misinterpretation, 

Arthur S, Tom E, Glenn C

AA Membership Survey (2014) https://www.aa.org/alcoholics-anonymous-2014-membership-survey

2020 Membership Survey Report by Marketing Means March 2021 v1.0

Box 4-5-9 GSO News and Notes: https://www.aa.org/box-459

One on one with non-alcoholic trustee Mani Mendikhani Great Britain General Service Board on 

Rebellion Dogs Radio Episode 70 https://rebelliondogspublishing.com/rebellious-radio

https://www.alcoholics-anonymous.org.uk/Members/2020-Survey
https://www.aa87.org/en/general-service-conference-of-alcoholics-anonymous-final-report/
https://www.aa.org/alcoholics-anonymous-2014-membership-survey
https://www.aa.org/box-459
https://rebelliondogspublishing.com/rebellious-radio


THANK YOU

Joe C

news@rebelliondogspublishing.com

1-416-239-8737 (mobile/WhatsApp)

www.RebellionDogsPublishing.com
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